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‘I have 

a 

dream’ 
 
The 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech. YouTube film Speech 28 08.63 
 
Remembered at the Lincoln Memorial on August 28th 2013 with President Obama: View bbc iplayer 

Fifty years on, this moment in civil rights history is as instructive and inspiring as ever. The 

resources below are only a few of the many produced to mark the occasion.   

KEY STAGE 3 –Aims: EXPLORING CIVIL RIGHTS AND ENDING RACISM, TACKLING RACIST BULLYING, HISTORY, 

ENGLISH.  Activities and discussions for more than one session are suggested below a list of some resources. 

Time magazine has devoted an anniversary edition to ‘MLK’ with interviews with people 

who were part of the movement and there on the day. It contains great photographs and 

moving interviews. Covers are available to buy some weeks after the print edition. 

Time Europe Magazine 

Double Issue Dated August 26 — September 2, 2013                           

Vol. 182, No. 9 

C O V E R:  

Martin Luther King Jr: Architect of the 21st Century (One Man. One March. One Speech One Dream) 

With a single phrase, Martin Luther King Jr. joined Jefferson and Lincoln in the ranks of men who've shaped 

modern America 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs
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Gary Younge, Guardian journalist has explored the story behind the historical moment – the discussions 
the night before when King was advised not to use the ‘I have a dream’ lines (too trite said his advisers!) 
and examines the relevance of this speech in the age of Obama. £5.59  www.guardianbookshop.co.uk 
 
BBC Radio 4 marks the 50th anniversary of MLK’s speech with a broadcast of the speech interwoven with 
lines from other activists, including Malala Yousoufzai and Doreen Lawrence, Maya Angelou and Joan Baez 
who sang on that day in 1963, along with John Lewis who originally spoke on that historic day. Clayborn 
Carson, professor of history at Stanford University and editor of the King papers will introduce it. Find it on 
bbc website or iplayer.  Broadcast on Wednesday, 28th August., 9 am on Radio 4 and 2.30 pm on BBC World 
Service. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-23853578 
 
Martin Luther King Jnr was awarded the Nobel peace prize. Here is his speech on accepting the Nobel 
Peace Prize  http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-acceptance_en.html 
 
‘I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and 
war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality.’ 
 
TIMELINE 
January 1964 King was on the cover of Time magazine as man of the year. The Civil Rights Act was passed 
that year. But tragically in November 1963 President Kennedy was shot and In April 1968 Martin Luther 
King Jnr was shot. 
 
Listen to the speeches and look at the resources, then use the questions below as needed. 
 

Questions for discussion 
To what extent has King’s dream been fulfilled? 
How have our western ideals been changed by this speech 50 years ago? 
In the Civil Rights field, what are our dreams today? 
If you were drafting a speech for a non-violent civil rights activist today, what would you write? 
How would your speech move a crowd emotionally and to action? 
Do you think metaphors work? Find two metaphors in Dr King’s speeches. 
What do you think were the most powerful and persuasive phrases in the ‘I have a dream’ speech that 
made America draft new laws and change, followed by other countries? 
What does he mean by ‘The starless midnight of racism’? 
Imagine you were a seamstress or a porter who could not afford the travel fare, but you were determined 
to go to the march. Many hitchhiked or had fares paid from the sale of millions of badges. Write the 
imaginary story of one of these people, their journey to the march and their experience of the day. 

 

How do you think Nelson Mandela might have been influenced by King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech? 
Here is his speech in court 8 months later at his trial when Mandela was facing the death sentence. 
 
During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have fought against 
white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic 
and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal 
which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die. 

 

http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-23853578
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-acceptance_en.html
http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19640103,00.html
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/1964_civil_rights_act.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/22/newsid_2451000/2451143.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/april/4/newsid_2453000/2453987.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/april/4/newsid_2453000/2453987.stm
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/apr/23/nelsonmandela2

