
 

Burnside Bulletin 

Welcome Back Everyone! 
It was amazing to open our doors yesterday and finally welcome all of our children back to school! It has been an 

extremely difficult few months for our whole school community and it was lovely to hear the sound of lots of     
excited and happy children  back in our school. I am sure that the children came home and told their grown-ups 

about some of the changes necessary due to the pandemic; however, I do hope that these did not affect how they 
enjoyed their first day back with us and that they loved it as much as the staff! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to apologise for some of the logistical problems, mainly around siblings at 
home time, experienced today. As I am sure all of you are aware from the updates, we have been planning all 
Summer for our return to school; however, the plans put into action with children and parents have meant that 
we need a couple of organisational amendments. I know that some of you will have felt   frustrated and we are 
frustrated too! I am sure that as we all get used to the new times, routines and overall organisation, the whole 

system will come naturally to us all! 

 

In the meantime, please be patient. It is really important that parents and carers follow the guidelines and     
maintain a two metre distance between each other too!  Following and modelling good habits, will ensure that 

our school community thrives and that your children can learn and grow in a safe, happy and healthy               
environment.  

 

In preparation for next week, please can we ask that all Reception Class siblings are collected at 3.25. There 
has been some confusion around this and if we have the children all collected at 3.25 this will be good preparation 

for the following week!  

Thursday 3rd September 2020 



Cashless Office 

Our all new cashless office began yesterday! Thank you all for your          

patience as we addressed the technical hitches which come with installing 

any new system! I would like to take this opportunity to apologise to any 

families who have found the new system tricky to get started with. If you 

have still not managed to log on and order meals or book Breakfast Club, 

please contact the school office for further support.  

Unfortunately, it is no longer possible to pay cash to school. It is hoped 

that this change will help to keep the whole school  community safe during 

the pandemic and also ensure an easier payment system for parents and 

carers. The system requires all lunches to be  ordered and paid for (if      

applicable)  in advance. Please also log on and let us know if your child is 

having a packed lunch! If you have not managed to log on yet, please    

contact  Mrs Gardner and Mrs Donaldson in the school  office who will be 

happy to help you!   

Safeguarding Update 

This week the Safeguarding        

Update is about Insta-

gram.  Please take     

particular notice        

regarding the             

recommended age for Instagram. 

Year 3 and Year 4 Wellies 

All children in Year 3 and Year 4 will need wellies for OPAL lunchtime this 

half term. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, not all classes 

can participate in the full OPAL offer at one time; howev-

er, we will endeavour to ensure that this is fairly timeta-

bled across the year. 

If your child has wellies in school that would still fit, please encourage 

them to tell the staff in their class this so that they can be retrieved from 

the sheds. If your child requires new wellies, please send them in a clearly 

named bag at your     earliest convenience. 

Google Classroom 

More information will be      

coming next week about Google 

Classroom which is our brand 

new, exciting, online method of 

facilitating homework and also 

preparing for any future         

national and local lockdowns.   

If you do not have a device at 

home suitable for home       

learning, we are  operating an 

ICT bank at school where ICT 

equipment can be loaned to      

pupils. Please contact the school 

office no later than Friday 4th 

September if you wish for your 

child to access the ICT bank.   

Comprehensive School 

Do you have a child in Y5? Have you started to think about where you wish your child to go next? Deadlines for Comprehen-

sive School applications are October 31st. Please start exploring where you would like your child’s next step to be! 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Our school belief has always been that happy children learn more; however, with the recent pandemic, this 

has become a critical part of curriculum recovery and a vital component in ensuring that our Burnside   

children are not held back by the extended period of lockdown. Therefore, I would like to ask parents to 

please follow the link to complete the online Mental Health and Wellbeing Questionnaire if they have not 

done so already. The link is https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/857WV8K  

Breakfast Club bookings 

Please note that beginning next week it will be necessary for parents to book their children  in to 

Breakfast Club a week in advance. This is so we know which  children to  expect 

each day. In  exceptional circumstances, anyone wishing to book a last minute 

place should telephone the school office.  



Parent Questionnaire 

For most of our children, it has been a  number of 

months since they were in school. In order for us 

to ensure the most personal transition programme 

for each and every child, we are asking parents to         

participate in a “Reverse Parents’ Meeting       

Questionnaire” to inform us about your child’s    

extended period of home learning. The             

questionnaire is attached. Please return it via email 

to burnside@durhamlearning.net by Friday 11th 

September 2020. Thank you for helping us support 

your child as they return to school.  

Facebook 

The response to our Facebook page    

during the pandemic has been            

overwhelming. Please continue following 

us as well as liking and sharing our posts! 

 

 

Stay Safe Online 

During this period of school closure, we are aware 

that many children will have turned to online apps 

and platforms to stay connected with their friends 

and family. With the  introduction of home learning 

also online, we are asking  parents and carers to en-

sure that all parental safety functions are enabled on 

devices and that they are regularly   checking the 

content their children are accessing and usage.—this 

includes group chats.  

And finally… 

As we transition into these strange changes and maintain distance between us, 

please remember that the Burnside staff have not changed their commitment to 

fostering strong relationships with parents and carers. If you need to speak to a 

member of staff, you can make a telephone or video conference appointment by 

calling the school office. Please continue to work collaboratively with us to help 

your child learn and grow! 

 

Take care and stay safe,  

Mrs Charlton  

Free School Meal        

Eligibility  

During the pandemic, circumstances have 

changed for many families. If your circum-

stances have changed, and you think that 

you may now be eligible for Free School 

Meals, please contact the school office.  

Uniform 

Our school uniform policy has been 

shared regularly. Please ensure that 

your child is wearing the correct school 

for school uniform every day.  


