
End of year expectations: Reading  

Word reading 

Year  

Group 

Word Reading 

 

All reading skills should be taught across a range of texts including fiction, non-fiction 

(including poetry, text books reference books). 

Y R • Children read and understand simple sentences.  

• They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  

• They read some common irregular words.  

• They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 

Y 1 • Applies phonic knowledge to decode words 

• Reads CEW with some fluency 

• Uses picture and context clues 

• Read aloud with confidence, fluency and expression, taking account of punctuation when reading 

(Eg. pause at full stop; raise voice for question)  

Y 2 • Read accurately words of 2 or more syllables 

• Read most words containing common suffixes 

• Read most common exception words 

 

In age appropriate books, the pupil can: 

• Read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to 

allow them to concentrate on their understanding, rather than decoding individual words 

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately and without undue hesitation 

 

In books that the pupil can already read fluently, the pupil can: 

• Notice when reading does not make sense, correcting inaccurate reading 

Y 3 • Reads age appropriate texts at speed which allows focus on understanding as opposed to decoding 

individual words 

• Experiments with different pronunciations when reading unfamiliar, longer words 

• Reads a range of texts with fluency, understanding and expression 

• Begins to select the most effective strategy 

• Self corrects without prompting when necessary 

 

Y 4 • Reads most words effortlessly at a speaking pace, demonstrating understanding and expression 

• Reads further CEW noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these 

occur in words 

 

Y 5 • Reads at a reasonable speaking pace 

• Reads most words effortlessly 

• Pronounces unfamiliar words with automaticity 



 

 

 

                  End of year expectations 

End of year expectations: Vocabulary, Inference and Prediction 

Year 

Group 

Vocabulary  

 

Infer 

 

Predict 

 

Text 

Types 

All reading skills should be taught across a range of texts including fiction, non-fiction 

(including poetry, text books, reference books). 

Y R  Knows that print carries 

meaning and, in English, 

is read from left to 

right and top to bottom 

 

 Beginning to 

show an 

understanding 

of the 

elements of 

stories such as 

main 

character, 

sequence of 

events and 

openings 

 I can make simple 

predictions (using 

pictures/front cover) 

 

Y 1  I can discuss word 

meanings, making links 

to known words. 

 

 

 

 I can make 

inferences 

based on what 

I have read 

(Eg. Why was 

… feeling ….?) 

 I can make simple 

predictions (using text 

and/or pictures) 

Y 2  I can discuss and share 

my favourite words and 

phrases. 

 I can clarify the 

meaning of new words 

through discussion, and 

by making links to known 

vocabulary. 

 I can draw on the 

vocabulary provided to 

demonstrate an 

 I can make 

inferences 

based on what 

I have read. 

(Eg. Why did 

…. do ….?  

Why do you 

think the 

author said 

…..?)  

 

 I can make predictions 

on the basis of what 

has been read so far. 

Y 6 • Reads confidently, fluently and effortlessly a range of age-appropriate texts including 

novels, plays, poetry, non-fiction, reference and text books 

• Determines the meaning of new words by applying knowledge of root words, suffixes and 

prefixes 

• Demonstrates appropriate intonation, tone and volume when reading aloud text, plays and 

poetry to make meaning clear to the audience 

 



understanding of what 

has been read. 

Y 3  I can discuss words and 

phrases that capture 

the reader’s interest 

and imagination.  

 I can begin to explain 

the meaning of words in 

context. 

 I can offer reasons for 

authors’ choice of 

vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 I can infer 

reasons for 

actions and 

events. 

 I can predict what 

might happen from 

details given and implied 

(eg. What will happen 

after this?) 

 

Y 4  I can identify how 

language contributes to 

meaning (Eg. when 

analysing 

character/mood/setting). 

 I can offer 

inferences, 

explaining my 

rationale and 

making 

reference to 

the text as 

appropriate.  

 

 I can predict from 

details given and 

implied, explaining my 

rationale. (Eg. What 

does this paragraph 

suggest will happen 

next? What makes you 

think this?) 

 

 

Y 5  I can begin to identify 

figurative and 

descriptive language 

which has been used for 

effect. 

 I can infer the meaning 

of unfamiliar words from 

context. 

 

 

 I can draw 

information 

from different 

parts of the 

text to infer 

meaning.  

  

 

 I can predict from 

details given and implied 

(eg. Do you think the 

choice of setting will 

influence plot? Why do 

you think this?) 

 

Y 6  I can comment on how 

language, including 

figurative language, is 

used to contribute to 

meaning. 

 

 

 

 I can draw 

inferences 

such as 

inferring 

characters’ 

feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives from 

their actions, 

and I can 

justify 

inferences 

with evidence 

(Eg. through 

 I can predict from 

details given and 

implied, explaining my 

rationale (eg. Do you 

think … will happen? 

Explain your answer 

using evidence from the 

text.) 

 

 



the use of use 

PEE - Point, 

Evidence, 

Explain)  

 

 

 

            End of year expectations in reading: Explain, Retrieve, Sequence and Summarise 

Year 

Group 

Explain 

 

Retrieve 

 

Sequence and Summarise 

 

Text 

Types 

 

All reading skills should be taught across a range of texts including fiction, non-fiction 

(including poetry, text books, reference books). 

Y R  I can choose a 

favourite book 

from a given 

selection and say 

what I like about 

it.  

 Beginning to show an 

understanding of how 

information can be found 

in non-fiction texts to 

answer questions about 

where, who, why and how 

 Demonstrate 

understanding when talking 

with others about what 

they have read 

 I can talk about 

the beginning and 

end of a book.  

 

 

 

Y 1 

 

 I can explain my 

understanding of 

what I have read. 

 

 

 I can answer questions 

about a story I have read 

(Eg. Who did …? Where 

did …? When  

 did …?) 

 

 

 I can retell, using 

significant events 

and main points in 

a sequence. 

Y 2  I can participate 

in discussions, 

offering opinions 

and explanations 

about books, 

poems and other 

materials, 

including how 

items of 

information relate 

to each other. 

 

 I can find the answers to 

questions in non-fiction, 

stories and poems (Eg. 

Why did … happen? How 

did ..? How many …? 

What happened to …?) 

 

 I can identify 

sequences of 

events. 

 



Y 3  I can offer 

explanations for 

layout or 

organisational 

features used 

within a text. 

 

 

 I can find the answers to 

questions in a wide range 

of fiction, poetry, non-

fiction, textbooks and 

reference books (Eg. How 

would you describe this 

story/text? What genre 

is it? How do you know?)  

 

 I can begin to 

summarise what I 

have read. 

 

Y 4 

 

 I can explain how 

meaning is 

enhanced through 

use of language. 

 

 I can retrieve and record 

information from a 

variety of different text 

types, including the 

consideration of viewpoint 

(Eg. character 

perspective and author 

viewpoint)  

 

 

 I can identify the 

main ideas drawn 

from more than 

one paragraph and 

can summarise 

these. 

 

Y 5  I can explain how 

content is 

related. 

 I can answer questions 

relating to fact and 

opinion when reading non-

fiction.  

 

 I can summarise 

and present stories 

in my own words. 

 

Y 6  I can explain the 

themes and 

patterns that 

develop across 

the text. 

 I can retrieve information 

effectively using 

organisational features. 

 I can record and present 

information I have 

retrieved from non-

fiction texts. 

 

 I can summarise 

the main idea from 

more than one 

paragraph. 

 

 


